February, 2013
TO:  ALL ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOUTH DISTRICT NFL SCHOOLS

FROM:  LOWELL SHARP, District Chair

TOPIC:  ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOUTH DISTRICT STUDENT CONGRESS
 
DATE:  April 12 – 13, 2013 

SITE:  DENVER CITY AND COUNTY COURT BUILDING, 1437 BANNOCK, DENVER, COLORADO

Date by which BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS must be submitted: March 13, 2013.
Submissions are to be made in pdf format to all addresses on this email.

Date, time, and place for coaches’ meeting to select bills and resolutions: THURSDAY,  MARCH 14, 2013, 4:00 PM IN GOLDEN HIGH SCHOOL CONFERENCE ROOM (NEXT TO MAIN OFFICE_.

Date upon which apportionment for NFL Chapters will be based:  FRIDAY, APRIL 5  20, 2013.

Date by which  PAGES 8, 9, AND 10 MUST BE RETURNED WITH PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP and “NFL NATIONAL TOURNAMENT SINGLE ENTRY LETTER OF INTENT”:  APRIL 12, 2013.  (For only those students who have qualified or are alternates in the Tournament.)
Affiliate Chapters will be allowed the same entries as Chartered Chapters.
The following items were adopted by the Rocky Mountain District Committee:

A. By assigned date, schools wishing to submit legislation will do so via email.

B. Each Chapter may submit as many as eight bills/resolutions for consideration.  

C. Each piece of legislation should be submitted via individual email message with attachment in pdf format. Subject lines must identify the school and a numerical designation of the legislation from that school, e.g., "Bear Creek 1" for the first piece of legislation Bear Creek submits.  Revisions of legislation should append "R",  e.g., "Bear Creek 1R".

D. All previously agreed upon rules for legislation selection will remain intact. No more than 3 pieces of legislation per school; each school SUBMITTING LEGISLATION IN PROPER FORMAT (TEMPLATES FOR Bills and Resolutions may be found at http://www.nflonline.org/AboutNFL/LeagueManuals ) is represented by at least one piece of legislation; no debate topics; no topics from the past two years; etc.
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 E. Coaches may print out the legislation and should arrive at the April meeting for legislation selection knowing which documents they wish to include in the docket based on the rules used in past years.

F. Questions that may arise regarding the issues presented in the legislation should be addressed PRIOR to the selection meeting in April. Those with questions should contact the coach.  This way, all needed revisions will occur prior to the April meeting.

This is your official invitation to participate in the 20163 Rocky Mountain South NFL District Student Congress.  Speakers elected in the House “Super Session” or at the conclusion of the final session of the Senate of this Congress will qualify to represent our NFL District at the 2012 National Tournament.


For an NFL Chapter or Affiliate school to participate, the school’s FINAL REGISTRATION, including proof of membership for each named student must be in my possession by 12:00 NOON, APRIL 5, 2013.  (May be brought to NFL Tournament.)
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE OPERATION OF THE CONGRESS:

APPORTIONMENT FOR REPRESENTATIVES IN PRELIMINARY HOUSES WILL BE BASED ON EACH CHAPTER’S MEMBERS AND DEGREES ON RECORD AT THE NATIONAL OFFICE ON APRIL 5, 2013.
Bills and resolutions will be emailed to all coaches on or before March 16,  2013.

Apportionment numbers for all entering schools will be as follows:

Each CHARTER and AFFILIATE school will have two Senators.



Each CHARTER and AFFILIATE school will be allowed Representatives based on their members and degrees on April 5, 20123  





See “District Tournament Operating Manual,” pg. 6.  This may be accessed at  http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/AboutNFL/District%20Tournament%20Operations%20Manual.pdf
4. Entry fees will be $12.00 per student.

5. All coaches should expect to volunteer to act as scorekeepers and parliamentarians for each of the sessions.
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There will be three sessions at the District Congress:



Friday:
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm    REGISTRATION - JURY ROOM





6:00 pm - 9:00 pm    House “Prelim Session” 1

Senate Session 1



Saturday:
9:00 am - 12:00 pm  House “Prelim Session”  2 

Senate Session 2





1:00 pm - 5:00 pm     House “Super Session”  

Senate Session 3
6.  EACH SCHOOL WILL DIVIDE THEIR REPRESENTATIVES EQUALLY AMONG THE THREE HOUSES.  AT FINAL REGISTRATION,  I WILL ASSIGN THE GROUPS OF REPRESENTATIVES THAT GO INTO EACH HOUSE.  AT FINAL REGISTRATION, EACH SCHOOL MAY NOMINATE A MAXIMUM OF ONE PRESIDING OFFICER FOR EACH HOUSE AND THE SENATE IN WHICH THEY HAVE STUDENTS.  
7.
The House will continue as in the past with three houses for two preliminary sessions. The presiding officers, outstanding speakers, superior speakers and runner-up speakers from the preliminary sessions will advance to a super session of 24.  National qualifiers will be chosen from the Super Session.

     In the Super House only, we will provide space for nominating a maximum of four individuals each by the parliamentarian, scorekeeper and adult presiding officer.

8.
The Senate will have three preliminary sessions.  In each session an Outstanding Speaker, Superior Speaker, runner-up speaker and a Presiding Officer will be elected.  Once a Senator has been elected either as an Outstanding Speaker, Superior Speaker,  or runner-up speaker, that Senator will be ineligible for further nominations.  At the end of three sessions, the nine elected Outstanding Speakers, Superior Speakers, and runner-up speakers will be the nominees to represent the Rocky Mountain NFL District at the National Tournament.  An election between the nine candidates will then be held to determine Senate representation for The Rocky Mountain South NFL District at the National Tournament. While six bills and resolutions will be identified as being only for the Super Session in the House, all bills and resolutions will be given to the Senate at the beginning of the session and the students will set the docket for all three sessions.
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CRITERIA TO BE USED IN SELECTING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
The following was adopted by the Rocky Mountain South District Committee:
 A. At the April selection meeting, coaches will arrive having chosen the legislation they wish to include on the docket.

B. Using a Round Robin format, one coach will state his/her first choice. Discussion, if needed, will follow. The legislation will be entered if group members agree.  The process will continue until all choices have been discussed and decided upon.  This way, each person is heard.

C. If  needed, we can add other legislation using the Round Robin method after the initial choices are discussed.

THERE MAY BE NO MORE THAN EIGHT (8) BILLS AND/OR RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED BY ANY ONE SCHOOL.

Initial elimination based on:

C-X or L-D topic related.

“Old, overused, over-debated topics.”

Format:

NFL:  double spaced, lines numbered, typed, attribution of bill or resolution to author and school, no longer than one page.
Mechanics:  spelling, logic of sentences.

Selection process:

Represent each school with submitted bills and resolutions IN CORRECT FORMAT.   NO MORE THAN THREE (3) BILLS AND/OR RESOLUTIONS  MAY BE SELECTED FROM ANY INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL.

Diversity of topics.

“Researchability” of topics on both sides.

Check again for representation of each school submitting bills and resolutions in correct format.

Attempt to represent several areas of legislation: 

Economic.

Foreign Policy/International.

Domestic.

Attempt to balance the number of bills and resolutions.

Unless there has been a significant recent change in the status of the following topics, AVOID THEM AS THEY WERE USED IN THE LAST TWO YEARS:  (THIS CRITERIA VOTED BY THE COACHES IN 1993).
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A Bill to End Federal Deficit Spending
A Resolution to Reinstitute the Conservation Corps to Reinvigorate the Economy and Reduce Government Spending

A Resolution Concerning 9-1-1 Emergency Service Call Centers

A Resolution to Standardize Fees for Medical Marijuana User Licenses

A Bill to Regulate Drilling Operations to

Prevent Water Contamination Resulting from Hydraulic Fracturing

A Bill to Repeal Agricultural Subsidies

A BILL REQUIRING STATES TO GIVE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT TO THE

POLICIES REGARDING MARRIAGE USED IN EACH

A Resolution to Withdraw Support From Israel

A Resolution to Put an End to Dead Peasant Insurance Policies

A Resolution to Legalize and Allow Professionals to Perform Assisted Suicide

A Resolution Concerning Congressional and Presidential Campaign Time Limits

A Bill to Mandate an Annual Income Tax to Fund a Natural Disaster Reserve

A Resolution to Require Breathalyzers for Vehicle Ignition

A Resolution to Increase Spending to Prepare for the Singularity

A Bill to Limit Battery Waste

A Resolution to Implement Age Stipulations on Child Beauty Pageants

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

A Bill to Save Senior Year
2012

A Resolution to Create National Standards Related to Driving

Under the Influence of Marijuana

A Resolution to Recognize Palestine as an

Official State

A Resolution to Protect the Stubborn

A Resolution to Increase Eating Disorder Awareness, Prevention, and Education

A Resolution to Make Organ Donation Mandatory

A RESOLUTION TO BAN BOXING

A Bill to End Educator Tenure

A Resolution to Require ACT and SAT Testing Officials to Report Cheating to Colleges

A Bill to Ban BPA from all Food-Related Products
A Resolution to Create a Flat Tax

A Bill to Spur Job Creation and Promote Economic Growth

A Bill to End National Fossil Fuel Consumption

A Resolution Concerning the Discrimination Against Body Art

A Resolution Amending the Constitution to

Balance the Federal Budget

A Resolution to Reform the Compassionate Allowance

Initiative

A Bill to clarify the standard for the detention of U.S.

Citizens

A Resolution to Reform American Economic Aid

A Resolution to Increase Mineral Investment in Africa

A Resolution concerning Discrimination Against

Former Drug Abusers

A Bill to Establish National Identification

A Resolution to Create International Shipping Routes Through the Arctic
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NFL STUDENT CONGRESS RULES WHICH MAY NOT BE SUSPENDED DURING THIS QUALIFYING CONGRESS.

I.  There is to be NO FOOD OR DRINK in any of the courtrooms.

II.   ALL COURTROOMS ARE TO BE LEFT CLEAN AT THE END OF THE DAY.

III.  PRESIDING OFFICERS:

A.  Afternoon, Preliminary session 1:

1.  Nominees from Coaches at final registration.

2.  Each nominee will serve, in alphabetical order, for a trial period of time to be decided and announced by the parliamentarian.

3.  Following the trial periods, an election will be held for the session.

B.  Morning, Preliminary session 2:

1.  Those students nominated by the coaches and not elected in the first session will be the nominees.

2.  No trial periods.

3.  Election held for the session.

IV.  Elected presiding officers of preliminary sessions are NOT eligible to be nominated for outstanding or superior speaker awards for that preliminary session.

V.  If a Presiding Officer wishes to speak, he/she must yield the chair to another congress person who has not spoken for or against the bill or resolution being considered.  The chair may not be regained before the House or Senate dispenses with the bill or resolution upon which the P.O. spoke.  The new Presiding Officer may or may not choose to yield the chair back.  If the new Presiding Officer does not yield the chair back to the original Presiding Officer, the new person will receive the gavel and the points for serving as Presiding Officer.

VI.  TIME LIMITS FOR SPEECHES AND QUESTIONS:

“A SPEAKER’S TIME ALLOTMENT FOR EACH PRESENTATION IN AN NFL DISTRICT AND NATIONAL CONGRESS SHALL BE A MAXIMUM OF FOUR MINUTES, THREE MINUTES FOR SPEAKING AND A MAXIMUM OF ONE MINUTE FOR CROSS EXAMINATION BY OTHER DELEGATES.  CROSS EXAMINATION SHALL BE A FACTOR IN THE SCORING OF THE PRESENTATION.”   AUTHORSHIP SPEECHES SHALL BE A MAXIMUM OF THREE MINUTES FOLLOWED BY TWO MINUTES OF QUESTIONS.
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VII.  COUNTING VOTES FOR MAJORITIES  (1/3, 1/2, 2/3)

Simple Majorities (1/2):  Since abstentions are not to count as aye or nay votes, a majority is considered to be a majority of those voting aye or nay.

Majorities of 1/3 and 2/3:   Must be 1/3 or 2/3 of entire House or Senate.

VIII. PRELIMINARY SESSION OUTSTANDING AND SUPERIOR SPEAKERS.

A.  Maximum of three each to be nominated by Parliamentarian and Scorer.  If the student(s) with the highest point total for that preliminary session is/are not nominated, he/she will be added to the nominations prior to voting.

B.  Students elected as P.O., Outstanding, Superior, and Runner-up speakers in 

the first preliminary sessions are NOT eligible for nomination or election in the second preliminary sessions.

C.  Announce results of election at end of preliminary session and give winners (P.O, Outstanding, Superior, and Runner-up speakers) ribbons.

IX.  FINAL SESSION (SATURDAY AFTERNOON) ELECTIONS.--HOUSE
A.  Presiding officers will be provided by the administration of the congress.

B.  Maximum of four students each nominated by the Parliamentarian, Scorer and Presiding Officer without consultation.

C. Student with the highest point total added if not already nominated.

D. Student voting will be done by preferential ballot as described in the Congress 
Manual.

X.  THIRD SESSION OF THE SENATE

A.  FOLLOW DIRECTIONS FOR SENATE PRELIMINARY SESSIONS.

B.  FOLLOWING THE ELECTION OF THE SESSION 3 OUTSTANDING SPEAKER, SUPERIOR SPEAKER, AND RUNNER-UP SPEAKER, AN ELECTION  USING A PREFERENTIAL BALLOT WILL BE HELD BETWEEN ALL NINE ELECTED OUTSTANDING, SUPERIOR,  AND RUNNER-UP SPEAKERS TO DETERMINE NATIONAL QUALIFIERS AND ALTERNATES.

IF YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ME EITHER AT HOME (303-456-6852) OR my cell phone: 303-242-6633.
Sincerely,

Lowell Sharp,

For the Committee
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FINAL REGISTRATION AND INVOICE FORM 

2013 ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOUTH DISTRICT STUDENT CONGRESS

THIS FORM MUST BE RETURNED, ALONG WITH THE “NFL DISTRICT CONGRESS REGISTRATION FORMS” FOUND AT http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/AboutNFL/CongressDistrictEntryForm102408.pdf   (NOTE: THE GROUPING OF STUDENTS MAY BE CHANGED) AT FINAL REGISTRATION WITH ACCOMPANYING PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP, TO:  LOWELL SHARP,12680 W 38th Dr., Wheatridge, Colorado 80033, no later than 12:00 noon, FRIDAY,  APRIL 5, 2013.  

THE FORMS MAY BE FAXED DIRECTLY TO LOWELL SHARP AT 720-596-4884.  
______________________________________High School will enter the following number of students in the 2012 Rocky Mountain South District Student Congress.

____________ AS SENATORS  (MAX FOR ALL SCHOOLS = 2)  (MUST ENTER 2 PRIOR TO 

ENTERING ANY REPRESENTATIVES)
____________ AS REPRESENTATIVES (AS PER MEMBERS AND DEGREES ON RECORD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ON APRIL 5,2013
___________ TOTAL STUDENTS @ $12.00 PER STUDENT  

___________ TOTAL ENTRY FEE  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOUTH NFL

AND MAIL TO:

12680 W 38th Dr.

Wheatridge, CO 80033          

   


    

SCHOOL PHONE _______________

COACH’S HOME PHONE ________________

COACH CELL PHONE___________________

COACH EMAIL ______________________
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